Recent phylogenetic studies (summarized in Soltis et al., 2001 ) have shown that Saxifraga L., as currently understood, must be divided into two distinct genera: Saxifraga and Micranthes Haworth, a division that is supported by morphological characters (Brouillet & Gornall, 2007) such as the scapose stems, reticulate pollen, carpels connate less than half their length, and unitegmic ovules. Micranthes includes 68 to 93 species, depending on the taxonomy used, of which 45 are North American. The transfer from Saxifraga to Micranthes of 16 North American taxa belonging to the latter was done by Brouillet and Gornall (2008) within the framework of preparing the treatment of the genus for the Flora of North America project. A list of Micranthes species for the continent was also provided, but S. hitchcockiana Elvander was unwittingly left out. We provide here the omitted new combination in Micranthes for this taxon.
Micranthes hitchcockiana (Elvander) Hitchcock (1961) first described Micranthes hitchcockiana as variety latipetiolata of Saxifraga occidentalis. Elvander (1984) noted, however, the discordance of this variety within S. occidentalis of subsection Nivali-virginienses Engler & Irmscher, and its greater affinities to members of subsection Integrifoliae Engler & Irmscher, including M. apetala (Piper) Small, M. aprica (Greene) Small, M. californica (Greene) Small, M. integrifolia (Hooker) Small, M. nidifica (Greene) Small, M. oregana (Howell) Small, M. rhomboidea (Greene) Small, M. subapetala (E. E. Nelson) Small, and M. tempestiva (Elvander & Denton) Brouillet & Gornall. Elvander therefore raised the taxon to the rank of species. Perkins (1978) and Elvander (1984) hypothesized that the taxon originated through hybridization between M. rufidula Small and M. oregana. However, this hypothesis has yet to be evaluated. The species is restricted to wet rocks and ledges on mountaintop balds in Oregon.
